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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

Rev. Dr. Ivan Raley, First Baptist 
Church, Byrdstown, Tennessee, offered 
the following prayer: 

Almighty and eternal Father, we 
humbly come before You in this hal-
lowed place that we might seek Your 
wisdom for the work of these whom 
You have chosen to serve our Nation. 

Father, there are many people in our 
land today who are hurting. There are 
people this morning who are afraid. 
They are confused, and they are fearful 
of the future and what it holds. Father, 
they need the help of this Congress. 

God, accept this prayer as our confes-
sion of faith in You and total depend-
ence on You. Forgive us where we have 
failed and fallen short. Father, You 
know the solution our Nation needs. 
Teach it to these who have been chosen 
to lead our Nation so that they can 
know Your will as well. 

Father, may future generations call 
these who are now assembled the great-
est generation. Let them be like those 
who came before them, who rose to 
their country’s need and were thus 
called. May they say of these, they did 
their best. They are a great generation. 

Father, God, we pray this in Your 
Son’s name. God bless America. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) 

come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed withuot 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 3357. An act to restore sums to the 
Highway Trust Fund and for other purposes. 

f 

WELCOMING REV. DR. IVAN RALEY 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
DAVIS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, it’s an honor to thank my 
friend and pastor, Dr. Ivan Raley of 
First Baptist Church in Byrdstown, for 
joining us here today. Pastor Raley has 
served our church at home since 2002, 
and is retired after 10 years of service 
as regional vice president of the Ten-
nessee Baptist Children’s Homes in 
Brentwood, Tennessee. 

While serving as pastor, Dr. Raley 
has traveled on mission trips to Ven-
ezuela, Belize, Guatemala and Mexico, 
and in September of 2001, he went to 
New York to serve as a chaplain with 
the police and firemen involved in the 
9/11 World Trade Center attack. He also 
served with the International Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion in Rwanda during the wars there 
in 1994. 

I want to thank Ivan for being here 
today and for serving our church fam-
ily for the past 7 years. I have looked 
to him for ministry as we continue our 
work in Congress to build a stronger 
America for our children and our 

grandchildren. Through the war in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and now in the midst 
of a difficult economy, I appreciate 
Pastor Raley being there to join me in 
search of guidance and wisdom. 

On behalf of my colleagues, I wel-
come Dr. Raley, and again, I thank him 
for delivering our invocation here this 
morning. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PAS-
TOR of Arizona). The Chair will enter-
tain up to five further requests for 1- 
minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

MEDICAL DEBT IN AMERICA 

(Ms. KILROY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KILROY. Mr. Speaker, in my dis-
trict, as in many districts around the 
country, medical debt has been a con-
tributing factor in bankruptcies and in 
foreclosures. In fact, 72 million Ameri-
cans today are affected by the issue of 
medical debt. 

Another more insidious but also seri-
ous issue that arises from medical 
debt, and one that costs our constitu-
ents a great deal of money, is the issue 
of medical debt that is paid late or is 
settled eventually, but paid neverthe-
less, but has gone to collections and is 
reported negatively on a credit report 
or a score. 

Twenty-eight million Americans pay 
their medical debt off over a period of 
time. Some of those accrue debt only 
because of a dispute with an insurance 
company, some of them because of the 
high cost of medical care and high 
deductibles or caps that have been ex-
ceeded in the course of the year, some 
because of job loss. But that negative 
credit score stays with them for years 
to come. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. COLUMBAN ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this morning to recognize the 150th an-
niversary of my childhood parish, St. 
Columban Roman Catholic Church of 
Loveland, Ohio. 

In 1859, Father John Baptist 
O’Donoghue, of St. Andrew’s Parish in 
Milford, and 10 families worked to-
gether to raise enough money to pur-
chase an old, one-room schoolhouse 
from the Village of Loveland on Broad-
way Avenue. 

Like many budding parishes, the 
original rectory did not meet the needs 
of the local Catholic community for 
very long. In 1893, St. Columban built 
their second house of worship on that 
site. A few years later, the first school 
was built. This church will always hold 
a special place in my heart because my 
home was built from its bricks. 

As the parish was celebrating its 
100th anniversary, St. Columban was, 
once again, forced to expand to a new 
church at a different site. I was in at-
tendance that day 50 years ago when 
Archbishop Karl J. Alter dedicated the 
new school building which housed the 
church in the cafeteria. Rapid growth 
twice required separate additions to be 
built to house the church. In 2002, the 
church finally moved out of the school 
and into its own building. 

Each year, I have the privilege to 
host the St. Columban eighth-grade 
students to the Capitol. I am honored 
to be their Congresswoman and tour 
guide. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
celebrating St. Columban’s 150th anni-
versary and in wishing them continued 
success. 

God bless them. God bless the United 
States of America. 

f 

COMMONSENSE LEGISLATION TO 
PROMOTE WELLNESS 

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, 
during the upcoming August work pe-
riod, my colleagues and I will travel 
back to our districts to talk about 
meaningful health care reform that 
fixes what is broken and that protects 
what works. 

One of the things that does not work 
is the skyrocketing costs of medical 
treatment in the United States. If Con-
gress is serious about tackling the 
issue, we must address the growing 
concern of chronic disease—prevent-
able conditions that account for 85 per-
cent of total health spending. Obesity 
alone cost $147 billion last year. 

Today, I am introducing legislation 
that will offer up to 20 percent dis-

counted premiums to those who make 
the effort to live healthier lifestyles, 
such as not smoking, such as achieving 
and maintaining normal body mass 
index and working at lowering blood 
pressure and cholesterol levels. As a re-
sult, there will be an economic incen-
tive to encourage personal responsi-
bility for one’s health, which will dra-
matically reduce overall costs. 

As we look at health insurance re-
form, we need to make sure that we 
look at encouraging wellness. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in support of 
this commonsense legislation to pro-
mote wellness. 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF ALLEN 
AIMAR 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to wish a fond 
farewell to a member of the Second 
Congressional District staff, Allen 
Aimar. 

Allen first served as a field represent-
ative in our Beaufort Lowcountry of-
fice before coming to Washington as 
military legislative assistant. Allen is 
leaving Washington behind for his law 
school career at Capital University in 
Columbus, Ohio. He will be joined by 
his wife, Amber, who previously served 
on the staff of the Second District and 
as staff to Dr. Phil Roe. 

Allen has been vital in helping con-
stituents, particularly on military 
issues. He has brought his own experi-
ence and knowledge as a veteran of the 
Army National Guard in Iraq. He ap-
preciates our servicemembers, their 
families and veterans. 

Allen is the son of Allen and Deborah 
Aimar of Johnson City, Tennessee, and 
of Greg and Marian Erickson of Beau-
fort, South Carolina, and is brother to 
Adam Aimar. 

We are all tremendously proud of 
Allen and Amber, and we wish them 
and their young son, Alexander Jacob 
Aimar, all the best in the years to 
come. Godspeed to the Aimar family. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, as we 
debate health care reform legislation, 
my Republican friends say things are 
fine just the way they are. ‘‘Take two 
tax breaks and call me in the morn-
ing,’’ is their prescription. This in spite 
of the fact that premiums have doubled 
in 9 years, growing three times faster 
than wages; this in spite of the fact 
that the average American family al-
ready pays an extra $1,100 a year in pre-
miums to support a broken system; 

this in spite of the fact that 46 million 
Americans are uninsured. 

When my Republican friends say that 
the American people don’t deserve 
health reform, my response is: Are you 
kidding? 

f 

KATRINA ANNIVERSARY 
(Mr. CAO asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CAO. Mr. Speaker, August 29, 
2009 will mark the fourth anniversary 
of Hurricane Katrina. As I prepare to 
return to the Second District, I am re-
flective not so much of the unprece-
dented damage that wreaked havoc on 
the innocent but of the power of the 
human spirit that was so evident in 
every citizen as they’ve returned to 
New Orleans to rebuild their homes and 
to jump-start their communities. 

I, too, lost everything in this storm. 
My wife and I, like so many others, 
were forced to start over after losing 
our home and business. 

As Katrina became the byword for 
our Nation’s social ills and failures, 
many even questioned the logic of re-
building, but one only has to look 
around New Orleans and Jefferson Par-
ish today to completely dispute that 
line of reasoning. New Orleans and Jef-
ferson Parish are reemerging as the 
productive areas they once were. Tour-
ism is back on the rise, and entre-
preneurs are returning to reintroduce 
commerce and to boost the job market. 
But there is still much work to do. 

The Stafford Act must be redesigned 
to bring a systemic means of Federal 
natural disaster assistance for State 
and local governments to aid citizens, 
and there must be a fundamental 
change in FEMA’s approach to cata-
strophic disasters. 

f 

A UNIQUELY AMERICAN HEALTH 
CARE PLAN 

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, today, it is time for health 
care reform. 

Now, there are some out there who 
like to claim that we don’t need reform 
now because the private marketplace 
will take care of everything. Well, the 
private marketplace hasn’t taken care 
of anything except to increase 
deductibles, to increase premiums, and 
to increase copays that cost the Amer-
ican people. Let me tell you what that 
means in my home State of Maryland. 

In 2001, if you were paying on the av-
erage of $600 a month for your health 
care, today, you’re paying an average 
of $1,000 a month for your health care. 
Well, I don’t know about anybody else, 
but in my household, an extra $400 a 
month is real money. It’s groceries. It’s 
an electric bill. It’s daycare. I mean, 
this is an important cost to the Amer-
ican people. 
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